
Welcome to Melrose History Hunt 
 

Put on your walking shoes and go on a "hunt" for fun-filled facts about Melrose! You will be walking several blocks, 
gathering clues to help you solve a riddle. The entire hunt can be conducted outdoors, without having to enter any 

buildings.  
Start at Lincoln School, 80 W. Wyoming Ave.,  

End at Mary Foley Park, corner of Myrtle and Grove Streets  

Then head back to Lincoln School      

A few reminders as you are walking the scavenger hunt route: 
★​  use crosswalks 

★​ look both ways crossing streets 
★​ make sure you stay with a grownup 

★​ have fun! 
 

Introduction: 

We are standing on land that the Massachusett tribe lived on for tens of thousands of years. The below land 
acknowledgment is a way for Melrose community members who are not of the Native community to recognize the 

injustice that Native Peoples have endured:  

“We live on the unceded ancestral homelands of the Massachusett Peoples, past and present. We acknowledge 
and honor with gratitude the land and waterways, and the Native people who have stewarded this land 

throughout the generations." 
 

Clue 1: 

ENTRYWAY OF LINCOLN SCHOOL : (peek in the window) Find a bronze plaque on the wall. The New Lincoln School 

was dedicated on September 7, 2000. Who was the Mayor of Melrose at that time?  

My Answer: 

 

Clue 2: 

LINCOLN SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

The basketball court was built as a memorial to Marine Private First Class David A. Bingham, a Melrose resident 
who lived in the Lincoln neighborhood. In what war was he killed in action? ​  

My Answer: 



 

Clue 3: 

From the school parking lot, turn left and walk west on Wyoming Ave. Number 122 W. Wyoming Ave. was built in 
1870. Who was the original owner of the home? (Please try to stay off the owner’s property) 

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 4: 

Cross the street (use the crosswalk!) and walk west on W. Wyoming Ave one block past Florence St. to Cleveland St.  
Walk north on Cleveland St. until you get to Number 101 Cleveland St. This is the final residence of Moses P. 

Mitchell, who purchased the house in 1891 after having lived in Melrose for over twenty years. Mitchell was a 
Black Civil War veteran. He had served in the 5th Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry, the only Black cavalry unit 

from Massachusetts. Another Black Civil War veteran, Major Wesley Furlong, moved to Melrose in 1891 and lived 
nearby at 47 Sanford Street. Furlong had been born into slavery in West Virginia, escaped north, and then in 1863 

enlisted in the Massachusetts 54th Volunteer Regiment. How many steps lead to the porch at 101 Cleveland St.? 
(Please stay off the owner’s property)    

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 5: 

Keep walking to the end of Cleveland St. and turn right on Maple St. You will see Gooch Park on your right, the site 
of the former Gooch School. Under the flag is a stone, on April 19, 1775, eighteen Minutemen gathered there to 

march to Lexington and Concord. In what war did they fight? 

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 6: 

Cross the street and head east (toward Main St) on Foster St. You will see a one-story brick building that was once 
an elementary school and now serves as the temporary location of the Melrose Public Library. What is the first 

name of the man after whom it was named?​  

My Answer: 

 



Clue 7: 

Next door is a white house with a cupola (dome) at the top. It was built in 1828 by William Foster (the street was 
named after him!) The house was owned at one time by a man named Liberty Bigelow. His daughter Katherine 

moved into the house with her husband. What was her husband’s last name? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 8: 

This is tricky, so look very carefully: How many chimneys does the building have? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 9: 

Keep walking east on Foster St. On the corner of Foster and Cottage Streets is a retirement home named after the 
first mayor of Melrose. What was his name? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 10: 

Cross the street and go over the railroad tracks. Two blocks east, you will find the Melrose Police Station. On the 
door is the Melrose City Emblem, Look at the emblem. Melrose was originally part of the north end of what 

neighboring city? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 11: 

Look across the street from the police station at the Knights of Columbus Hall. The mosaic tiles were added to the 
front of the building in 1961. Count the number of large, rectangular multi-colored mosaic panels: How many are 

there? 

My Answer: 



 

Clue 12: 

Walk to the intersection of Main and East Foster Streets, and cross at the crosswalk. Stop in front of Bank of 
America, and look across the street at the Melrose YMCA. At one time, only men were allowed to join the Y! The 
indoor pool was named after a Melrose man who gave a generous donation so that it could be built. What was 

his name? 

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 13: 

Continue to walk north on Main St. (stay on the west side - don’t cross the street) Just before the intersection with 
Essex Street, look across to Buckalew’s General Store. The red brick building was built in 1888. What is the name 

of the building?  

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 14: 

Next door to Buckalew’s is 537-539 Main St. Look up at the third floor. Under the middle window is a decoration. 
What do you see? 

My Answer: 

 
 

Clue 15: 

Turn left on Essex St. and at Number 18, observe a preview of art panels by local Chinese American artist Bo 
Tsang DiMatteo that will be installed along the construction site of the 12-16 Essex development project. The 

mural will commemorate the history of Melrose’s first minority owned business - Charlie Sing’s Chinese laundry, 
which opened in 1892. Can you name three animals in the mural preview? 

My Answer: 

 
 
 



 

Clue 16: 

Walk back to Main St., cross Essex St. (obeying the traffic light!) and walk to Melrose City Hall. It was built in 1874, 
when Melrose was still a town and not a city. One year later, Frederick Douglass delivered an address at the 

newly erected Town Hall. Thirty-seven years earlier, Douglass had escaped from slavery in Maryland. He became 
a national leader of the abolitionist movement, gaining fame for his oratory and incisive antislavery writings.     

The original building was three stories tall and had a massive clock tower. One February 17, 1937 a fire caused 
severe damage to the building. The top two floors and the clock tower were removed. On the front lawn is a large 
green urn. It was a gift given to the city in 1874 from the citizens of Melrose and was manufactured by M.D. Jones 

and Company. In what Massachusetts city was the company located? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 17: 

From City Hall, walk north to 576 Main st. You are at Melrose Central Fire Station. It once had a cupola on top of its 
tower. In 1915, the fire equipment was pulled by horses! To the right of the building, by the flag, is a memorial 

dedicated on June 14, 2007 - Flag Day. The memorial reads:  

My Answer: 

 

Clue 18: 

Next to the fire station is Memorial Hall, built-in 1912 as a tribute to soldiers and sailors who fought to protect our 
country. Originally, Edwards Blacksmith shop occupied the land, on the shore of Dix Pond. The pond was filled in 

so that the Hall could be built. In 1924, the Hall was closed because of the defective wall. The building and the 
beautiful pipe organ inside it were damaged by the settling of the filled-in ground. The building was repaired and 

reopened. Look at the front of the building at the two flag poles flying from the turrets. What decorative piece is 
hanging under the turrets? 

My Answer: 

 



 

Clue 19: 

Carefully cross the street using the crosswalk in front of Memorial Hall, and find a memorial to the left with a large 
bronze eagle on the top. This is the Honor Roll, a memorial to soldiers from Melrose who died in the war. It is on 
the lawn of the former Coolidge School. Soldiers from World War II, Vietnam, and what other war is honored by 

this memorial? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 20: 

Turn right and walk back, south, down Main St. Stop at the corner before crossing the street. Behind the florist 
shop, you will see a red brick building on Upham St. What is written on the front of the building? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 21: 

Walk east on Upham St. until you see the basketball court on your left. This recently renovated park was renamed 
in honor of Mary Livermore, who dedicated herself to women's suffrage, temperance, and Civil War aid. During 
the late 1800s, Livermore gave her famous lecture "What Shall We Do With Our Daughters," which encouraged 

women's education, eight hundred times across the country. Born in 1820, Livermore lived the latter part of her life 
in Melrose. What is the name of the road that leads to the playground past the basketball court? (Sorry, no time to 

play today, but come back another day!)  

My Answer: 

 

Clue 22: 

Walk back to Main St. and go south. Stop at the corner of Main and Fosters Streets. You will see a large building 
across the street that has a large clock on it. This building was originally the: 

My Answer: 

 



 

Clue 23: 

Farther south, look for 454-456 Main St. This building was named after brothers. What was their last name? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 24: 

Next, look for a single-story white building that houses eight shops. What is the name of the group of shops? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 25: 

At the corner of Main and Grove Streets is the site of the former Friend’s Baked Beans Factory. In addition to 
beans, the factory had a large bakery. For many years it was home to the Melrose Beauty Academy and then 

Papa Ginos. What is the name of the business on that site now? 

My Answer: 

 

Clue 26: 

Cross the street and head West on Grove St. One block down on the right is a memorial park, dedicated in 1985 to 
Mary M. Foley. Mrs. Foley was a Melrose resident who lived in the Lincoln School area. She lost her life protecting 

children. In the park, find the plaque with Mrs. Foley’s story. What was her job?  

My Answer: 

 


